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e National Association for Missing & Exploited Children (NA-

MEC) HelpRescueChildren.org officially became a California

non- profit charity in May 2017.As of June 30,2018 NAMEC

has enrolled over 150 members. NAMECs Board of Direc-

tors consist of the former and/or current Presidents of. The

California Association of Licensed Investigators (CALI), the Texas Association
of Licensed Investigators (TALI), the Florida Association of Licensed Investi-
gators (FALI):the BIG 3,and the National Council of Investigation & Security
Services (NCISS). NAMEC signature seminar, “Investigation of Missing &
Exploited Children: The Gateway to Child Sex Trafficking” has been taught

at private investigator conferences around the country, indluding FALLTALL
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NAMEC:S history began when one of SIA's many rescues was the recov-
ery of a |5-yearold girl from California who was tracked to Jacksonville,
Florida, With the assistance of then FALI President Tim O'Rourke and
FALI investigators, the SIA team rescued the girl and the criminal preda-
tor was arrested and prosecuted. This was the inspiration for forming
a national association, NAMEC, using the Pl profession to assist in the
recovery of missing and exploited children.

In May 2018, NAMEC celebrated their first conference with over 65 at-
tendees. The NAMEC Conference was coordinated with the 2018 FALI
Conference in Tampa, Florida. At the conference NAMEC presented its
first scholarship award to a survivor of child sex trafficking!

Licensed Private Investigators can get involved by joining NAMEC
and becoming a “certified missing & exploited child investigator”
(CMECI). In only six months since its inception in March 2018, NA-
MEC has certified 47 CMECIs. Once obtaining the CMECI designa-
tion, the licensed private investigator can become part of the NA-

MEC “special response team."

Child sex trafficking is a national problem. Law enforcement has lim-
ited resources to combat this horrendous crime of modern day slavery.
Licensed private investigators from around the country can assist our

communities and ‘fill the gap' to rescue our children from violent sex

traffickers and predators. join the team! PI
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